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March 27, 2020

Montgomery County Board of Appeals
751 Twinbrook Parkway
Rockville, MD 20851

Re:  Special Exception No. CBA 1206-G,
Petition of Congressional Country Club, Inc.;
Request for Minor Amendment

Dear Chairman Pentecost and Members of the Board of Appeals,

I'am writing on behalf of Congressional Country Club, Inc., holder of Special Exception
CBA 1206-G, requesting a minor amendment of the referenced special exception for the reasons
stated herein.

As the Board has heard in the recent past, Congressional Country Club has embarked on
a program of enhancements in anticipation of hosting Major Championships in partnership with
the PGA of America over the next sixteen years culminating with the 2036 Ryder Cup. This
letter is prompted by the Club’s current efforts to improve the functionality and traffic circulation
at the main entrance of the Clubhouse.

Attached to this letter is an aerial photograph (Attachment A) of a large portion of the
Club’s property on which the area of activity described in this letter is outlined in red. This
aerial photograph is enclosed to show the general location of the modifications of the special
exception area as well as to demonstrate that the site plan changes will occur in an area that will
not be visible from any off-site locations, such as from River Road which abuts the entire
northeastern boundary of the Club’s property.

The second attachment (Attachment B) is an aerial photograph of the area of the main
entrance to the Club including the large lawn and putting green immediately in front of the
Club’s front door. (The grey colored “box” in the lower right corner of Attachment B is the
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rooftop of the portico that covers the drop-off area of the main entrance). Again, the area of
proposed modifications to the special exception site plan is outlined in red.

Looking at Attachment B, the Board members will observe a semi-circular vehicle pull-
over area on the right-hand side of the Club’s entrance driveway. This area is where golfers drop
off their golf bags (which are then carried to the “starter shack”, the roof of which (light brown)
is shown south of the golf bag drop-off area. Unfortunately, the drop-off lane is wide enough to
accommodate only one car so that if one vehicle has a delay in unloading, none of the cars
stacked behind it can maneuver around the stopped car to exit the drop-off lane to continue
around the adjacent traffic circle and proceed to a parking area.

Addressing the problems of the drop-off lane created the opportunity to improve the
operations at the starting tee of the Club’s Gold Course, to add more landscaping (trees) along
the entrance driveway and to generally enhance the “arrival sequence” to the Clubhouse. The
third attachment (Attachment C) is an illustration of what the area outlined in red on Attachment
B will look like when completed. The features shown include:

1. Five (5) parking spaces for golf bag drop off in a
lay-by parallel to the main entrance driveway.

2 Reorganization of the golf cart parking area to
contain 82 cart parking spaces.

3. Changes to the vehicle circulation pattern around
the center island (with putting green) to facilitate
traffic flow from the new lay-by area to the main
entrance and on to the nearby parking lots.

4. Addition of proposed trees along the right side of
the entrance driveway. (The species and planting
specifications of the trees will be determined by the
time the Board reviews and acts on this letter
request and that information will be provided to the
Board as soon as it is available).

5K The creation of landscaped berms to “open and
frame view to Clubhouse during arrival sequence.”

As the Board members can tell from this request and the attachments, the program of
improvements described herein is limited in scope and will not be visible from anywhere outside
of the grounds of Congressional Country Club’s properties. The nature of the changes explained
in this letter a) do not substantially change the nature, character or intensity of the present use,

b) do not substantially change the effect on traffic, and c¢) do not substantially change the effect on
the immediate neighborhood. Therefore, the Board can grant this requested minor modification
of the Club’s special exception under the provisions of Section 59-G-1.3(c)(1) of the Zoning
Ordinance without the necessity of a public hearing.



Chairman Pentecost and Members of the Board of Appeals
March 27, 2020
Page 3

In support of this request, Congressional includes, in addition to the three (3) attachments
mentioned above, a current mailing list of all persons and organizations entitled to notice of the
Board’s decision and a filing fee check for the processing of this request.

Congressional Country Club will be glad to participate in the Board’s consideration of
this request in whatever manner it is conducted.

Thank you for your consideration of this request for an administrative amendment of
Special Exception No. CBA 1206-G.

Respectfully submitted,

MILLER, MILLER & CANBY

—Joby Mt—mk

Jody S. Kline

JSK:sda

Attachments

cc: Pete Wendt Jeffrey Kreafle
Jason Epstein Jim Soltesz
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